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alike with a reckless disregard for your life. You will
rush forth if there is an outbreak of an epidemic or a fire
to be combated, and distinguish yourself by your sur-
passing courage and non-violent heroism. But you will
refuse to call the curses of heaven upon the Japanese. If
by chance some Japanese soldiers or airmen fall into the
hands of the Chinese and are in danger of being lynched
by an infuriated Chinese mob or otherwise ill-treated, you
will plead for them with your own people and, if neces-
sary, even protect them with your life.

Your example will affect the Chinese, and might even
shame some Japanese who will become bearers of your
message among the Japanese.

"A very slow process," you will perhaps say. Yes,
possibly, under the existing adverse circumstances to
begin with. But it will gather momentum and speed in
an incalculable manner as you proceed. I am an irrepres-
sible optimist. My optimism rests on the belief in the
infinite possibilities of the individual to develop non-
violence. The more you develop it in your own being, the
more infectious it becomes till it overwhelms your sur-
roundings and by and by might oversweep the world.
Harijan, 28-l-'39

Q. How could a disarmed neutral country (like
Switzerland) allow other nations to be destroyed ? But
for our army which was waiting ready at our frontier
during the last war we should have been ruined.
A. At the risk of being considered a visionary or a
fool I must answer this question in the only manner I
know. It would be cowardly of a neutral country to allow
an army to devastate a neighbouring country. But there
are, two ways in common between soldiers of war and
soldiers of non-violence, and if I had been a citizen of
d and a President of the Federal State, what I